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the Great already discerned in Prussia the athlete
braced to dispute the way. Ost-Preussen was always
a tempting bait, and long ere this an ambassador at
Frederick's Court reported that the King feared
Russia more than his God* None the less Frederick
had permitted his sharp tongue to goad the luxurious
Czarina into a fury which surpassed that of the
Queen whom he had robbed of Silesia, In April,
1756, the Austrian ambassador at St. Petersburg
was informed that Russia was ready to co-operate
in an immediate attack upon Prussia by sending
80,000 men, and that she would not lay down her
arms until Maria Theresa had recovered Silesia and
Glatz.

The jealousy of the rival states in Germany and
the wrath of the despot who swayed the policy of
Russia would count for much in the coming war.
Weightier still was the struggle between France and
England for the primacy in three continents and on
the seas. This great national duel had been begun
by William III. and brilliantly continued by Marl-
borough. During the pacific rule of Walpole, when
the two countries were nominally in alliance, Eng-
land was gaining strength and taking up a position
in America and India which her rival could not
witness unmoved* The close league formed by
France with Spain, the monopolist of the New
World, rendered lasting peace with England impos-
sible and even Walpole was forced into war. This
war, known as the War of Jenkins' Ear, began with
an attack on the Spaniards in 1739, and developed

into a world-wide struggle with the French in which
13